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Acronyms 

CAS:  California Academy of Sciences 

DREEF:  Direction R®gionale de lôEnvironnement, de lôEcologie et des For°ts 

IUCN:  International Union for Conservation of Nature 

MKLF:  Marat Karpeka Lemur Foundation 

PLC :  Park Local Committees  

SOS :  Save Our Species 

ZAP:  Zone Admnistrative et Pédagogique 
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1. Participation in the workshop at the launch of SOS Lemur Project 2017 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The óSOS ï Save our Speciesô Lemur Initiative launch workshop took place at the Carlton Hotel 

on the 11th and 12th January 2017. The main goal of this workshop was to announce 5 years of 

SOS lemur funding that the IUCN has secured to support the conservation of lemurs in 

Madagascar. The IUCN was the main organizer of the workshop; three IUCN staff led by the SOS 

Director attended. The Ministry of the Environment, Ecology and Forests was represented by its 

General Secretary.  

 

   
    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Approximately 50 participants were composed from the 9 SOS lemur project grantees including the 
AEECL, universities and several conservation NGOs who all attended the workshop. The founder 
of the SOS lemur projects and the group of the IUCN/SCC Primate Specialist Group were also 
present including Dr. Christoph Schwitzer, who is the Vice Chair of the Primate Specialist Group 
and Vice-President of AEECL . 

  

Photo 1: Delegates group photo (credit: IUCN) 

 

 

Photo 2: Participants at the meetingPhoto 3: 
Delegates group photo (credit: IUCN) 

 

Photo 2: Participants at the meeting 

 

Photo 4 Kids in Antafiabe villagePhoto 5: Participants 
at the meeting 
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2. óSOS ï Save Our Speciesô Lemur Project 

 

The IUCN have allowed us to extend our 

SOS lemur project. The activities during the 

project extension are to finish the 

educational support and to organize a 

familiarization trip for a local travel agency. 

As it was difficult to organize a trip during the 

rainy season, we decided to cancel the 

familiarization trip and concentrated our 

activities on the educational outreach 

instead. Therefore, we have designed 100  

t-shirts and 100 sarongs with the AEECL and 

SOS logos on. These t-shirts were 

distributed to the children in the villages of 

Antafiabe and Ambinda on 13th March 2017. 

Before distribution, the children were made 

aware of the important messages that the t-

shirts conveyed.  

 

 

 

 

We have not distributed the sarongs yet. We will wait for the next environmental event to distribute 

them. However, we have given some to the women working with the AEECL for the Womenôs Day 

celebrations. They wore them during Women's Day which was held in Antsohihy on 10th March 

2017 (see page 10 for more details). 

  

Photo 3:  Distribution of t-shirts 

 

Photo 6 Meeting in AmbindaPhoto 7:  Distribution of t-
shirts 

Photo 4 Kids in Antafiabe village 

 

 

Photo 8:  Distribution of t-shirtsPhoto 9 Kids in Antafiabe village 
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3. Meeting on the construction of a school in Ambinda 

The last meeting we had with the villagers of Ambinda was in November 2016. To reassure the 

villagers that the construction will still be done, we decided to organize a meeting on 13th March 

2017. During the meeting, we also explained that they will have to contribute to the construction of 

the school such as offering the land where the school will be built, helping on the transportation of 

construction equipment and supervision of the work. 

The Head of the Village, Elders of the village, the Head of ZAP, teachers and some villagers were 

present during this meeting. They agree that the new school will be built inside the existing school 

yard.  

At the end of the meeting, we visited the place where the school will be built. 

 

 

Holy, a member of the AEECL team and currently based in Antsohihy, was also present during the 

meeting and the Director of the AEECL introduced her to the villagers. She might frequently come 

to the village to monitor the progress of activities. 

 

4. Activities at the tourist camp  

During the rainy season, the villagers released their zebu into the forest so that they did not destroy 

their rice cultivations. Unfortunately, as a result of this, the zebu wandered around the AEECL 

tourist camp and destroyed our crop. To control the invasion of zebu, the team have built fences 

around the building.  

José is responsible for the gardening and it works well, he provided food supplements for the team 

such as tomatoes, eggplants and cassava. 

 

 

  
           

 
 

  
 

  

  

Photo 5 Meeting in Ambinda 

 

Photo 10 Location of a new schoolPhoto 11 
Meeting in Ambinda 

Photo 6 Location of a new school 

 

Photo 12 Fence around the buildingPhoto 13 
Location of a new school 

Photo 7 Fence around the building 

 

Photo 14 José holding a pumpkin from the 
gardenPhoto 15 Fence around the building 

Photo 8 José holding a pumpkin from the garden 

 

Photo 9 Some of the crops at the tourist campPhoto 
16 José holding a pumpkin from the garden 



6 
 

Unfortunately, mealy bugs attacked the crops. José could not find any treatment against the attack 

of these parasites. Therefore, he just washed the crop with soap and removed the part of the crop 

that was infected. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5. Anabohazo Research Camp 

The guides noticed that after the forest fire, the lemurs changed their territory and became more 

wary thus the guides have to re-habituate them again. They are still continuing to monitor the 

lemurs. The guides reported that more people are coming to look for honey inside the forest.            

In February, the camp in Anabohazo forest received 3 students from the University of Mahajanga.   

They worked with our guides. Recently researchers from CAS (California Academy of Sciences) 

conducted field work on ants within the Anabohazo forest. 

  

Photo 9 Some of the crops at the tourist camp 

 

Photo 10 Cassava fieldPhoto 9 Some of the 
crops at the tourist camp 

Photo 10 Cassava field 

 

Photo 17 Treatment of plantsPhoto 10 
Cassava field 

Photo 11 Treatment of plants 

 

 

Photo 18 Opening ceremonyPhoto 19 
Treatment of plants 

 












