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1. Local World Environment Day celebration 

After the regional celebration of the World Environment Day (WED) in Beandrarezona, the Sahamalaza 

National Park Radama Island also celebrated the WED in the village of Ankatafa, part of the park. The 

celebration took place from 8 to 10 July. The aim of the celebration is to increase awareness about the 

conservation of the environment by bringing all actors together in one place. The theme that the 

organizer chose was άlegal exploitation is beneficial for allέ. 

The Regional Director of Environment, Ecology and Forest, the 2nd Deputy Mayor of the Municipality 

of Ambolobozo, the Director of the Park, the representative of AEECL and many local authorities 

attended this event. A total of 750 people from 10 different villages attended the WED in Ankatafa.  

On the 7 July 2016, a day before the celebration, the MNP trained 70 Park Local Committees.  

On the evening of 8 July, took place the information and awareness raising activities. Mikajy Natiora 

was in charge of the education outreach.  

On 9 July, lemur masks donated by Apenheul Zoo, were distributed to the school kids before the 

carnival. The carnival parade started from the harbor to the place of festivity. Afterwards, the officials 

gave speeches. After the speech, the trained Park local Committees got some uniforms. In the 

afternoon, there was a football match between teams Ankatafa and Ampanitoa. The Ampanitoa team 

won and got the prize.  

On 10 July 2016, the partners distributed certificates to the local organizers. 

 

   
Photo 1 Park local committees training   Photo 2 Carnival 

 

    
Photo 3 Environmental quiz     Photo 4 Distribution of uniforms 
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2. Establishment of firebreaks 

In order to stop the spread of fires, fire breaks were built around the Ankarafa forest. It is also an 

occasion to assess the integration of villagers into the conservation projects. This activity took place 

on 6-8 August 2016. As usual, Mikajy Natiora invited the Boy scouts to the event. The boy scouts did 

awareness raising in the villages where they passed such as Ambinda and Antafiabe and during the 

nights in the Ankarafa forest. 

 

   
Photo 5 Grass clearing     Photo 6 Sweep  

A total of 516 villagers from 19 different villages participated to the fire break. This year, several local 

authorities were present including both of the 1st and 2nd Deputy Mayor of Ambolobozo and 8 heads 

of village. The majority of the teachers subsidized by AEECL were also present. 

The two heads of sectors represented the MNP, 8 AEECL staff, 13 scouts from Antananarivo and 2 

members from Mikajy Natiora also participated to the fire break. We have established 4.5 km of 

firebreaks including 350 m of new opening. 

 

   
Photo 7 Some of local authorities    Photo 8 Teachers who are paid by the AEECL 

Regarding to the awareness raising, we sensitized the villagers about the park such as its surface, its 

delimitation and the various zones and the importance of the biodiversity and the lemurs present 

within the park.    

Compared to the previous years, the number of participants decreased. The Programme Director was 

not able to reach the planned date and had to backward 3 days the activity of the first day. While those 

of the others days remained the same. We thought that this change might confuse some villagers and 

they could not come.  
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Photo 9 Animation in Ambinda village   Photo 10 Night awareness raising in Ankarafa 

         

3. Road to Anabohazo forest 

To facilitate access to the Anabohazo forest, the road to the new research camp at Anabohazo was 

established in September 2015 but it was not yet accessible for cars thus it was re-fixed again by the 

villagers in 2016. It is also part of the AEECL ΨSOS ς {ŀǾŜ hǳǊ {ǇŜŎƛŜǎΩ [emur project. 

The work supposed to star on the 1st of September 2016 but this day coincided with the solar eclipse 

thus the villagers decided to postpone it on 14 September.  

For the villagers who came from villages far away, they arrived one day before the beginning of the 

work and slept at the Anabohazo camp. 

The four field assistants who work at the new camp in Anabohazo were present and coordinated the 

work. The number of participants was up to 228 villagers from 11 different villages.  

The following local authorities were also present during the road construction such as the 2nd Deputy 

Mayor and tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ council of the commune, the Head of the village of Ambinda and 4 other Heads 

from different villages.  

The work was well-organized, participants were divided into 2 groups, the first group started from the 

Anabohazo forest and the second began the work from the village.  The 2 groups had to meet at the 

half way.  

 

   
Photo 11 Villagers at the Anabohazo research camp  Photo 12 Villagers at work 

The work consisted of cutting the shrubs and leveling the ground and then clearing the large stones 

that are in the road. It started 9:00 am and ended around 4:00pm. The workers had a break at lunch 

that was prepared by the women from the different villages.  We offered 2 zebus for this activity. At 












